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in which an impulse could make itself quickly and
decisively felt from a central point, not dreaming for a
moment that the vast discretionary power they gave to
the officials, and especially to the ministers, would ever
be abused for party purposes. But in fact the system
they introduced was adapted only to the rule of a
benevolent autocrat, and its defects became manifest
after the outbreak of 1848 had given rise to a parlia-
ment.

In 1850 the Conservatives, or rather the landowners,
who formed the ruling element in the party, came into
power, and made a free use of their vast public author-
ity to help their partisans. The confirmation of local
officials, the granting of passports, of building permits,
and of licenses for hotels and saloons, and even the
direction of the police at Berlin, were employed as a
means of influencing elections. The evil continued
unabated for eight years, when William became Regent
and put a stop to it; but before any permanent remedy
could be applied the conflict with the Parliament broke
out, and the reform was postponed till after the Franco-
Prussian war. Then at last a series of administrative
tribunals was established in connection with the new
scheme of local government, and the result has been a
return of confidence in the justice of the bureaucracy
without serious detriment to its energy.1

The administrative courts in Prussia are more inde-
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ministratives eiTPrusse," Revue Gen. du Droit et des Sciences Pol, Oct. 1,
1886 j Scliulze, pp. 153-65 ; Goodnow, book vi dir. ii. ch. vii.